IN THE GARDEN
By Lisa Joseph, Community Horticulturist

2019 is the Year of the Pollinator Garden!
I’ve had many inquires about plants that will attract pollinators. All plants listed below
are permitted in the community, but residents must still get approval from the
landscape committee before planting anything in the front beds. And don’t forget that
last fall we added a Pollinator Garden on Pittsfield Avenue between Oakwood and
Norwood! Check it out this summer!

Plants to Attract Butterflies and Bees
· HERBSBorage, Fennel (in pots only), Dill (in pots only), Thyme, Comfrey, Lemon Balm, Parsley.
· ANNUALSMarigold, Zinnia, Petunia, Lantana, Verbena, Fuchsia, Heliotrope, Tithonia
· PERENNIALSAster, Monarda

(Bee Balm- check out the new Sugar Buzz Series),
Echinacea, Rudbeckia (Black-Eyed Susan),
Liatris (Gayfeather), Phlox, Eupatorium (Joe-Pye
Weed), Vernonia (Ironweed), Achillea (Yarrow),
Allium ‘Millenium’ (Ornamental Onion), Anemone,
Lavandula (Lavender), Nepeta (Catmint), Perovskia
(Russian Sage- the new upright varieties are perfect
for smaller gardens. Try ‘Denim ‘n Lace’ or ‘Blue
Jean Baby’), Penstemon (Beardtongue), Salvia
(Meadow Sage), Solidago ‘Fireworks’ (Goldenrodavoid Solidago canadensis), Sedum (avoid Sedum
acre), Tiarella (Foam Flower), Veronica (Speedwell).

· SHRUBS/TREESBuddleia (Butterfly Bush), Deutzia, Diervilla (Bush Honeysuckle), Physocarpus (Ninebark),
Spirea, Viburnum, Weigela, Rosa, Sambucus (Elderberry), Clethra (Summersweet), Malus
(Crabapple).

LOVE ORNAMENTAL GRASSES?
LISA’S SMALL ORNAMENTAL GRASS
RECOMMENDATION:
SPORABOLUS HETEROLEPIS- Prairie Dropseed
Mature Size: 2-4’ high x 3’ in width- takes 3 years to
mature but is worth the wait!
Known as the most refined native prairie grass, Prairie
Dropseed forms a fountain of fine-textured emerald
green leaves in summer that turn orange and tan in
autumn. Soft pinkish brown flowers are held high
above the foliage in late summer. The seeds have an
incredible sweet scent and are not invasive. Birds and
other wildlife depend on the seeds for food. Plant this
ornamental grass in well-draining soil in a spot that
receives full
sun.
No division
is necessary
to keep Prairie Dropseed looking good.
COMPANIONS: Achillea ‘Saucy Seduction’
(Yarrow); Echinacea ‘Delicious Candy’
(Coneflower); Nepeta ‘Cat’s Pajamas’
(Catmint); Perovskia ‘Blue Jean Baby’ (Russian
Sage); Rudbeckia (Black-Eyed Susan; Sedum
‘Mr. Goodbud’
My Gladiolus bulbs arrived yesterday!
If you too are expecting a delivery of spring-planted bulbs, be sure to store them in a
cool dry place until it is safe to plant out in the garden. The last frost date is in Mid-May.
With their narrow profile, you can tuck Glads anywhere in the garden. I like them best
planted in clusters rather than in a straight line. My shipment included these lovelies:
Gladiolus cal. ‘Murielae’- my favorite!

It stands at a height of four feet, with arching stems, and
wonderfully fragrant blooms that are ivory with a purple
heart. Known as Abyssinian Gladiola or Peacock Orchid.
Try to plant these where their fragrance can be
appreciated.

G ‘Nymph’- This petite beauty stands at just 18” in
height and is bright white with delightful
raspberry markings.
G ‘Charming Lady’- Standing at 3’ tall, the elegant
flower stalks hold blooms that are lilac pink with purple
striping. These ladies combine perfectly with Russian
Sage, Dahlia, Zinnia, Shasta Daisy, blue Salvia, Liatris
(Gayfeather), and white Phlox ‘David’.

Remember:
Start planting Glad corms in Mid-May, and then again every two weeks through MidJune. This schedule will ensure flowers through August. Plant corms with the sprouted
side up about four inches deep.
TAKE MY WORD- YOU WILL LOVE THE EASY AND ENCHANTING
FLOWERS- BOTH IN THE GARDEN AND IN A TALL VASE!
Get ready to get your green thumbs on! LET THE SUMMER BEGIN!

